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TO THOSE GOVERNORS OP 
THE FOUNDLING HOSPITAL, 


BY WHOSE SUGCESSFUL AND PERSEVERING CO-OPERATION 
THE FINANCES OF THE CHARITY 
HAVE BEEN RETRIEVED | 


AND ITS BENEFITS EXTENDED, 


This account is reſpectfully inſeribed by their 
affectionate friend, and faithful ſcrvant, 
Treaſurers Apartments, THO®. BERNARD, 


Foundling, 21 June, 1759. 
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PREFACE. 


THE inſtinct which protects our helpleſs 
1 offspring, and which is denominated 
fearental affection, is beſtowed upon all ani— 
mated nature. In common with the human 
ſpecies, it is poſſeſſed by the wild beaſt of 
the foreſt, and by the tame and humble de- 
pendent of man. But HUMAN ITV *, the de- 
fire of aſſiſting our fellow creatures, of reliev- 


ing their diſtreffes, and promoting their hap- 


pineſs, belongs excſuſively to the human race. 
Without it, in the advanced ſtate of civil polity, 
misfortune would in vain look up for protec- 
tion, and the beſt directed laws for the relief 
of the ſufferer would be utterly incompetent 
to their object. 


* Tf the reader wiſhes to ſee ſrom what lis the 


ſentiments of this preface have been derived, he has 
only to refer to an excellent periodical war intitled 
© Biblioteque Britannique,” publiſhed by Profeſſor 
Pictet, at Geneve; in a late number of which, he 


will find an animated and well drawn picture of the- 


Engliſh Foundling Hoſpital, 
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vi PREFACE. 


Is the infancy of ſociety, while popula- 
tion bears but a ſmall proportion to the ſources 
of ſubſiſtence, individual benevolence may be 
adequate to the relief of individual diſtreſs : 
but when millions are united in one com- 
munity, they may exiſt together in the ſame 
metropolis, as much ſtrangers to the detail 
of each others concerns, as we are to thoſe 
of the inhabitants of China, It is then that 
individual efforts are incapable not only of 
afflording adequate relief to the unfortunate, 
but even of diſtinguiſhing and ſelecting the 
proper objects of benevolence. 


Is man then to weep in ſilence over the 
ſufferings of his fellow creatures, or to with- 
draw the eye from the obſervation of that 
miſery, which he muſt deſpair to relieve ?— 
No. — What dividually he cannot remedy — 
that evil which might be increafed by the in- 
terference of the ſtate—may be corrected by 
co-operation and united efforts; which, ex- 
cluding the petty motives of ſelf intereſt and 
perſonal favor, are conducted by impartial | 
kindneſs, and inſtructed by experience, 


WIEN 


PREFACE. vii 


Wurx the exertions of many individuals 
are directed by one ſpirit, to one object, they 
acquire a momentum of power, which never 
can be attained by an unconnected individual; 
not even by the adminiſtration of government 
itſelf. They have one ſingle point in view, 
to which they devote all their efforts; they 
act with a degree of zeal and perſeverance, 


tranſmitted in corporate {uccetion, and ever. 


attending the emulation of many, labouring 
diſintereſtedly and ſtrenuouſly in a common. 
cauſe. 


To a great and extended kingdom, it is of 


infinite benefit that its members ſhould be 
habituated to co-operate for theſe purpoſes, and 


to devote a part of their time and attentions _ 
to the well-being of their fellow ſubjects. 


Uniting the opinion, and concentrating the 
confidence of many, a fingle individual may 
be almoſt equal to any thing. A centre of 
action being thus obtained, man may acquire 
the ſame intereſt in the happincſs of others, 
that he poſſeſſes in his own; and the beſt and the 
pureſt ſpecies of public ſpirit may be generated 
and preſerved in a great country. 
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vii PREFACE. 


Txrs principle of affociation is one of the 
moſt honorable and characteriſtic traits, which 
diſtinguiſhes the Britiſh nation; a nation af— 
fording examples of a variety of noble and 
uſeful eſtabliſhments, in their object philan- 
thropic, and in their nature purely difin- 
tereſted. To ſuch charities let thoſe repair, 
whoſe youthful minds have been delighted 
with the theories of benevolence, and the 
reveries of philanthropy. Let them there 
aſcertain how ſuch inſtitutions may be formed, 
and how they may be beſt adminiſtered. In 
fuch occupation they will enjoy pure and un- 
diſturbed ſatisfaction ; a ſatisfaction, which 
will be repeated with increaſed effect, when- 
ever the intereſting fight of the charity, and 
its beneficial effects, ſhall be renewed in their 
recollection. | 


ACCOUNT 


E 2 


AC COU WY 
OF THE 
FOUNDLING HOSPITAL, 


h HE Engliſh nation poſſeſſes Introductory 
ſo diſtinguiſhed a pre-eminence 9ervations, 

in every act of benevolence, that it appears 
ſcarcely credible that there ſhould have been 
a period, when hoſpitals, for the preſervation 
of expoſed and deſerted infants, had been open- 
ed at Paris, Madrid, Liſbon, Rome, Venice and 
Amſterdam, and no charity of that kind ex- 
iſting in England. In the reign of Queen Anne 
a ſcheme of this nature had been projected, 
but for want of exertion it had not ſucceeded. 
In conſequence however of the ſubject hav- 
ing been agitated, ſome perſons had by 
their wills given legacies for the benefit of a 
| Foundling Hoſpital, whenever it ſhould be 
eſtabliſhed, „ 
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2 Account of the Houndliug Hoſpital. 


In 1713, Mr. Addiſon, in one of his pe- 
riodical * effays, directed the public attention 
again to the ſubject. © I will mention”. (ſays 
he) © a piece of charity which has not yet 


* been exerted among us, and which deſerves 


* our attention the more, becauſe it is prac- 
« tiſed by moſt of the nations about us. I 
* mean a proviſion for foundlings, or for thoſe 
4 children who, through want of ſuch a pro- 
* viſion, are expoſed to the barbarity of cruel 
« and unnatural parents, One does not know 
« how to ſpeak on ſuch a ſubje& without 
ce horror; but what multitudes of infants have 
been made away with by thoſe who brought 
« them into the world, and were afterwards 
% aſhamed or unable to provide for them! 


ec There is ſcarce an aſſizes, where ſome un- 
e happy wretch is not executed for the murder 
* of a child. And how many more of thoſe 
& monſters of inhumanity may we ſuppoſe to 
be wholly undiſcovercd, or cleared for want 
of legal evidence? Not to mention thoſe, 
who by unnatural practices do in ſome mea- 


. ſure defeat the intentions of providence, and 


& Sce No, 105 of the Guardian, 
« deſtroy 


Account of the Foundling Hoſtital. 8 


« deſtroy their conceptions even before they 
* ſee the light. In all theſe the guilt is equal, 


„ though the puniſhment is not ſo. But, to 


« paſs by the greatneſs of the crime (which 
is not to be expreſſed by words) if we only 
 * conſider how it robs the commonwealth of 
«its full number of citizens, it certainly de- 
« ſerves the utmoſt application and wiſdom of 
* a people to prevent it. 


It was near ten years aſter, that Charter obtained 
Mr. Thomas Coram, a maſter of a 17 Oct. 1739. 


trading veſſel to the American colonies, a man 


ſingularly endowed with active and diſintereſted 
benevolence, undertook and, after a labour 
of 17 years, ſucceeded in the eſtabliſhment 
of the Foundling Hoſpital. Before he pre- 
ſented his petition to the King, he was ad- 
viſed to procure a recommendation of the 
deſign; and he ſucceeded in obtaining a * 
memorial figned by ſome ladies of rank, and 

A 2 | another 


* The following is a copy of it. 


'« Whereas among the many excellent deſigns and 
© inſtitutions of charity, which this nation, and 
« eſpecially the city of London, has hitherto en- 
% couraged and eſtabliſhed, no expedient has yet been 

| | « found 
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4 Aocount of the Foundling Hoſpital. 


another by ſeveral noblemen and gentlemen; . 


both of which were annexed to his petition 
fo 


& found out, "Ki preventing the frequent murders of 
* poor miſerable infants at their birth; or for ſup- 
3 preſſing the inhuman cuſtom of 60 new born 


« infants to periſh in the ſtreets; or the putting out 


é ſuch unhappy foundlings to wicked and barbarons 


© nurſes, who undertaking to bring them up for a 
& ſmall and trifling ſum of money, do often ſuffcr 
« them to ſtarve for want of due ſuſtenance or care; 
« or, if permitted to live, either turn them into the 
c ftreets to beg or ſteal, or hire them out to looſe 


« perſons, by whom they are trained up in that in- 
* famous way of living; and ſometimes are blinded, 
6c or maimed and diſtorted in their limbs, in order to 
move pity and compaſſion, and thereby become fit- 


« ter inſtruments of gain to thoſe vile mercileſs 

* wretchcs. ̃ 6 
„For a beginning to redreſs fo deplorable a grie- 

ce vance, and to prevent as well the effuſion of ſo much 


© innocent blood, as the fatal conſequences of that 
7c idleneſs, . or ſtealing, in which ſuch poor 


6 foundlings are generally bred up; and to enable 
& them, by an early and effectual care of their edu» 


ee cation, to become uſeful members of the common- 


& wealth; we whoſe names are under written, be- 
« ing! deeply touehed with compaſſion for the ſuf- 


«© ferings. and lamentable condition of ſuch poor 
„ abandoned helpleſs infants, as well as the enormous 
& abuſcs and milſchiefs. to which * are expoſed, 


„and 


- »-) 
. 
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to the King: : "who on the 15th day of Oftober 
1 granted his charter to the governors 
and 


cc ed] in order to ſupply the government plentifully 


« with uſeful hands on many occaſions ; and for the 
& better producing good and faithful n from 
& amongſt the poor and miſerable caſt- off children 
or foundlings, now a peſt to the public, and a 
5“ chargeable nuiſance within the bills of mortality; 
& and for ſettling a yearly income for their mainte- 
& nance and proper education, till they come to a 
& fit age for ſervice; are deſirous to encourage, and 
& willing to contribute towards erecting an hoſpital 
& for infants, whom their parents are not able to main- 
& tain, and who have no right to any pariſh ; which 
< we conceive will not only prevent many horrid 
66 murders, cruelties and other miſchiefs, and be 
ce greatly beneficial to the publick ; but will alſo be 
« acceptable to God Almighty, as being the only re- 
„% medy of ſuch great evils, which have been fo long, 


„ neglected, tho* always complained of; provided 


due and proper care be taken for ſetting on foot ſo 
&« neceſlary an eſtabliſhment, and a Royal Charter be 


“ granted hy the King to ſuch perſons, as his Ma- 


« jeſty ſhall approve of, who ſhall be willing to be- 
come benefactors for the erecting and endowing 
& ſuch an hoſpital, and for the receiving the volun- 
ce tary contributions of charitable and well diſpoſed 
<« perſons, and for directing and managing the affairs 
cc thereof gratis, to the beſt advantage; under ſuch 
regulations as his Majeſty i in his great wiſdom ſhall 
| 6 judge 
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6 Account of the Faundling Hoſpital. 


and guardians of the Foundling Hoſpital ; con- 
ſtituting them a corporate body ; authorizing 
the purchaſe of real eſtates not excecding 
£.4000 a year, and appointing courts, (at 
which the preſence of 13 governors at leaſt 
ſhould be required) for the election of com- 
mittees, a preſident, and other officers, and 
for the general acts of the corporation. 
It may be neceſſary to ſhew 
how far the Foundling Hoſpital 
differs from all foreign charities for 
foundlings; and to explain why a limited eſta- 
bliſhment of this kind is proper in England, 
altho' the ſyſtem of genera] reception is ren- 
dered unneceſſary, by the inſtitution of our poor 
laws. —The exiſtence of ſuch a code, and the 
_ eſtabliſhment 


Objects of the 
char ity. 


« judge moſt proper for attaining the defired effect of 
« our good Intentions,” 


Charlotte Somerſet. F. Wa. and Nottingham, 


S. Richmond, E. Caraigan. 

H. Bolton. Dorathy Burlington, 
Anne Belton, F. Litchfield, 

J. Leeds. A. Albermarle. 

A. Bedford. F. Biron. 

M. Cavenaiſb Portland, A. Trevor. 

J. Mancheſter. A. Torringion. 

F. Hertford, E. Onſlow, 

V Harold. A. King, 


S. Huntingdon 


Account of the Foundlinig Heſpital. 7 


eſtabliſhment of a permanent and certain pro- 
vition for the aged and the helpleſs, not of oc- 
calional bounty but of uncontrovertible right, 
and the anxious care which has watched, 
tho' not with equal ſucceſs, over every abuſe 
or neglect in the execution of them, may be 
placed in competition with the greateſt of 
our national atchievements. 'To thoſe, how- 
ever, who have paid much attention to the ex- 
ecution of theſe laws, it muſt have occurred 
that there are ſome caſes in which, from the 
ments, the remedy is rendered very inadequate : 
ſuch, among others, is the inſtance of thoſe 
unhappy females, who by broken faith, by un- 
principled. ſeduction, or by ſome unfortunate 
circumſtance, are placed in a fituation, where 
indigence and exceſs of bodily pain are aggra- 
vated by the proſpect of hopeleſs contumely and 
irretrievable diſgrace; and who have ſome- 
times been driven to a crime, which no mother 
could ever have imagined, who was not firſt 
reduced to the extreme of agony and deſpair, 


Theſe are the objects, to which the benefits 
of this charity are peculiarly directed. In 
ſuch a city as London there always will be 

ſome 


neceſſary imperfection of all human eſtabliſh- 


ſome inſtances, in which the exiſtence of the 
child, and the future welfare and good conduct 
of the. mother, can only be ſecured by ſuch 
an eſtabliſhment, as that of the Foundling 
Hoſpital: and it may be queſtioned, in many 
inſtances, whether even the preſervation of 
the helpleſs and unoffending infant is ſo me- 
ritorious and beneficial an act of charity, as 
the reſcuing the wretched mother from a courſe 
of infamy and proſtitution, and reſtoring her to 
character and the means of honeſt induſtry. 


The ſelection of theſe caſes, with a compe- 
tent attention to circumſtances, is one of the 


moſt important duties of the acting guardians 


of the charity. In this reſpect this hoſpital 
differs from thoſe in other countries, where the 
law has not appointed any peculiar proviſion 
for the poor. Theirs are neceſſarily open and 
univerſal: ours, except during a ſhort period, 
when the ſyſtem was totally and very impro— 
perly changed, extended only to thoſe caſes, 
where the poor laws do not afford competent 


relief. 


| A - 1 The inconvenience to be ap- 
+0460 prehended from ſuch an aſylum, is 
the encouragement that may be 

: given 


Account of the Found/ing Heſhital, $9 


given in ſome inſtances to licentious habits of 
life, by the eaſe of firoviding for the conſequences 
of it. But no fuch ill eflects could ever 
enſue, if the ſuflerings * of theſe penitent 
and unhappy women were fully known to 
thoſe who might otherwiſe have been inclined 
to follow their example. And it is deſerv- 
ing of obſervation, that no inſtance has come 

e to 


* My reader will be gratified by a peruſal of the 
following remarks on this ſubject, extracted from a 
_ diſcourſe of the Reverend Mr, Hewlett —“ Could 
« we pourtray a mother's ſufferings before ſhe reſo]ves 
„„to forſake her child, what forms of agony ſhould 
«© we not exhibit I She is herſeif deſerted firſt, and 
« finds herſelf the victim of Zreachery and veluptuouſneſs, 
« where ſhe fondly hoped to be the object of pure and 
c individual love. At a time when the languor of 
the body and the growing anxiety of the mind 
« powerfully claim, and, in general receive, ad- 
% ditional tenderneſs, ſhe is obliged to endure the 
<< ſevereſt affliction, that fear could imagine, or un- 
&« kindneſs produce. This alone, you will admit, is 
« diſtreſſing enough; but to this is added the loſs of 
< honor, that can never be retrieved; a ſenſe of 
% ſhame, and a dread of infamy, which none- but a 
„ woman, and a woman thus degraded, can ever 
dc feel. Theſe are her preſent ſufferings ; if ſhe looks 
«. forward into futurity, poverty and hunger pur- 
„ ſye her; or, at leaſt, her melancholy lot is daily 
cc to eat the bread of affliction, and to drink the tears 


ce of n 17 1 1799. 
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10 Account of the Foundling Hoſfittal. 


the knowledge of the committee, of any 
woman ſo relieved, who has not been thereby 


faved from, what ſhe would in all probability 
have been involved in, a courſe of vice and 
proſtitution. The detail of their wretched and 


deſerted ſituation, ſome times too well con- 


firmed by the almoſt ſtarved condition in which 
fone of the infants are brought into the hoſ- 
pital, is one (I might ſay the only) painful 
circumſtance to thoſe who attend as the 
ating adminiſtrators of the charity; a detail 
which, if it could be given to the world 
without injury to the unhappy ſubjects of it, 

would ferve to deter from vice thoſe who might 
etherwiſe have been the victims of ſeduction. 


The firſt general court of the 
new corporation was held at 
Somerſet-houſe, on the 20th of 
November 1739; the chairman being the 
Duke of Bedford, who, for a period of above 


Proceedings of 


30 years, continued to be preſident of the hoſ- 


pital, until his death in 1771. At this court 


the corporation proceeded to the election of a 


committee of fifty governors (including the pre- 
ident, vice-prefidents and treaſurer) to manage 


the eſtate and ones of the Hoſpital for the en- 


| ing year. The 


Account of the Foundliug Hoſſital. 11 


The governors immediately inſtituted an en- 
quiry reſpecting legacies and benefactions ; and 
opened books for ſubſcriptions and annual pay- 
ments, affording by their own donations a libe- 
ral example to others. Accounts of the inſtitu- 
tions and regulations of {imilar * charities abroad 
were immediately applied for, and obtained; 
and a regular ſyſtem was prepared for the ar- 
rangement and government of the hoſpital. 


In the genera] court, held immediately after 
_ Chriſtmas-day 1739, a propoſal was made ſor 
taking a 21 years leaſe of Mountagu-houſe, for 
the uſe of the charity: but ſome difficulties 
ariſing from the nature of the Duke's eſtate in it, 


* In Sir William Mildmay's account of the police of 
France publiſhed in 1763 (which I have been favoured 
with by the honourable John Yorke) there is a very 
curious account of the Foundling Hoſpital at Paris ; 
which ſeems to have been attended with nearly the 
ſame effects, both good and bad, as accompanied the 
indiſcriminate reception of children, at one period, 
into our hoſpital.—It appears by ſeveral documents 
| ſtated by Sir William, that one fifth of the children 
then born at Paris were ſent to their Foundling Hoſ- 
pital; and that one third of the perſons who died in 
Paris, during that period, died in an hoſpital, 


i9] une 1799. | 
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| Ranelagh-houſe, Strafford-houſe,Effex-houſe, and 


ſeveral other ſituations were ſucceſſively in con- 
templation. In the mean time the governors 


| Had engaged ſome tenements in Hatton-garden 


for the temporary accommodation of the cha- 
rity ; and the admiſſion of children to the be- 
nefit of the inſtitution commenced on the 25th of 
1 888 . 


To increaſe and perpetuate the funds of the 
charity was, at a very early period, the object 
of very ftrenuous exertions, of the moſt active 
governors and benefactors; among which we 
may diſtinguiſh the names of Mr. Coram, Mr. 
Martin Folkes, Mr. Taylor White and Mr. 
Hume * Campbell. A plan, not perfectly 
free from intereſted motives, was at that time 
preſented to the corporation ; by which it was 
8 to enrich the e with. Perpetual 


* Tue ſecond heals of the late Earl of March- 
mont,—Tt is a ſingularly favourable circumſtance to 
the charity that thar care, which foſtered the infant 
eftabliſhment in 1743, ſhould, after an uninterrupted 
period of 52 years, be now continued by his elder bro- 
ther's widow, Lady Marchmont; who is at preſent ſo 
kind as to act, as an inſpectreſs a the foundling chil- 
dren, in the Ns os of Hemel Hempftcad, 
13 Jan. 1796. : 

. 55 and 
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and ample revenues, to add a fund of £.30,000 
for the purpoſes of building, and to give the 
charity the indefeaſible poſſeſſion of a noble 
eſtate; for all which benefits the projector 
alked only a participation of profits; which, 
though not exceeding 3 per cent. was to have 
produced a very ſuffcient reward for his ſpe- 
culations. The committee enquired into the 


nature of the firſt of his five propoſed reſources. 


This proved to be a tax 79 be impoſed by Par- 
liament on all coals N from Great-Bri- 
tain; a tax which the corporation not having 
any pretence for aſking, or probability of FF; 
taining, he received thanks and praile ; ang 
there the dream of wealth ended, 


In the enfuing ſeſnon the gover— , 
nors applied 3 and obtained an 22 
Act of Parliament, confirming = nl 
their charter, with the addition-of ſome further 
powers, and the exemption of the hoſpital 
from parochial juriſdiction and interference. 
A ſpecial committee was appointed to prepare 
bye-laws, and the general committee was di— 
rected to conſider of a plan, for the further exe- 
cution of the charity, and of the purchaſe of 
land as an inveſtment of part of the money of 
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the corporation. Circular letters were in the 


mean time diſtributed about the kingdom, ſoli- 
citing information with regard to the manage- 
ment of the hoſpital, and particularly where 
nurſes might be procured, and children well 


taken care of, at the moſt reaſonable prices. 


The ſecuring of an healthy and 

Parchaſe of convenient ſcite for the hoſpi- 
ground from 5 ; = 
Lord Saliſbury, tal, was a ſubject, to which the 
governors had paid an early at- 

In October 1740, the committee had 
been authorized, to purchaſe of the Earl of 
Saliſbury, the two fields on the northern fide of 
Ormond-ſtreet; the ſituation appearing to be 
extremely eligible for the charity. His Lord- 
ſhip declined treating, unleſs all his land there, 
extending to Gray's-inn-lane, was included in 
the purchaſe; and named as a price for the 
whole, what his agent ſtated to have been al- 
ready offered, the ſum of £.7000. Difficulties 
however ariſing, on the part of the governors 
with reſpect to the amount of the ſum; the Earl 
very liberally obviated them, by a donatien of 
£.500 towards the purchaſe; reducing it there- 


by to C. 6500. The general court immediately 
accepted 
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accepted the offer, and gave orders for a com- 


pletion of the contract. 


In May 1741, the general committee ap- 


pointed a ſpecial committee of accounts, © to 


« ſee that the accounts, of the receipts and 
payments for the Hoſpital, be kept agreeably 
to the plan approved of at the laſt general 
meeting; to examine the fecretary's, ſtew- 
* ard's, and inſpector's accounts, and the ſe- 
« yeral bills delivered to the corporation; and 
ce to lay the ſame from time to time before the 
committee, in order to their being allowed 
and paid.” The propriety of this appoint- 
ment requires no comment: It has very lately 
been renewed, after many years diſcontinuance, 
occaſioned probably by the difficulty of getting 
gentlemen to attend. The ſame cauſe apply- 
ing, in ſome degree, to the general committee, 
an order was made at this time, for ſummon- 
ing it, for alternate Wedneſdays only. Some 
arrangement of this * nature, to ſecure a regular 
and full. attendance, might, with the aid and 


„ The regularity with which the committees at the 
Foundling have been attended for the laſt four years, 
has rendered any ſurther confideration of this ſubject 
unneceſſary. 
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oo- operation of the ſub-committees, prove a 
conſiderable benefit and convenience to the 
charity. 
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It being at firſt thought impracticable to pro- 
eure a ſufficient number of healthy wet- nurſes, 
an endeavour was made to bring up ſome of the 
children by hand; but experience being very 
ſtrong againſt this practice, and as decilive in 
favor of the infants being nurſed in the coun- 
try, the committee came to a reſolution to fend 
all the children, which ſhould be taken in, as 
ſoon. as poſſible, into - the country, to remain 
there until three years old; and as to infants, 
to be nurſed by wet-nurſes only, 


The land purchaſed of Lord 

The weſtern Saliſbury appeared fo deſirable a + 

wing begun = : 

16 Sept. 1742. fituation for the hoſpital, and be- 
nefactions for the intended build- 
ing flowed in with ſo liberal a current, that the 
corporation very ſpeedily took into conſidera- 
tion the erection of an hoſpital on their new 
eſtate ; and on the 16th day oi September 1742, 
the foundation ſtone of the weſtern wing was 
laid, and building begun, upon a deſign pre- 
pared by Mr. Jacobſen, one of the governors 
and 
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and firſt benefaCtors to the charity; the eſtimate 
of it amounting to £.6555 17s. 1d. A build- 
ing committee was at the ſame time appointed 
for the purpoſe of nenn the building. 


In the enſuing ſpring, was the firſt anni- 
verſary dinner of the governors. The plenty 
that diſtinguiſhed hes annual feaſt, could 
hardly exceed that of their table of diet for 
the hoſpital, which, by the over kindneſs and 
Engliſh feelings of the general committee, 
had then been eſtabliſhed, and which con- 


tinued for ſome years. It is copied in a * note. 


The preſent weekly allowance of animal 
food in the hoſpital, wnich has by experience 
B | been 


* General Committee, 11 March 1740. 
Reſolve, 
That the diet to be uſed in this hoſpital ſhall be as 
follows: Upon Sundays, roaſt beef; Mondays, ftewed 
beef with turnips and carrots; Tueſdays, roaſt mut- 
ton; Wedneſdays, boiled beef with greens or roots z 
Thurſdays, ſtewed beef with turnips and carronds 
Fridays, roaſt mutton, and Saturdays boiled beef 


with greens or roots, or pork with peaſe pudding 
in winter, and ſhoulders of veal in ſummer: And 
that the proportion of the ſaid diet be at preſent re- 


ulated at a pound for each head a day ons With an- 
other. 


—— — — 
— 2 == === = OUTS - 
*< = Jr i BEE Ede 4d ob ale be Att Rr 


IEG _ _ ——— — 
— — — — —— = — 


F r — 
3 — 2 A 


— EY 


wing in 1749. 


18 An Accontt of the Foundling Hoſpital. 


been found ſufficient, is not much more than 
one fourth of what was then ordered. : 


The weſtern wing of the new 
hoſpital was finiſhed, and the 
houſes in Hatton-Garden given 
up, in October 1745. In March 1746, a ſub- 
ſcription was opened, for the building of the 
chapel; and, the next year, the general com- 
mittee was authorized to contract for the imme- 
diate erection of it; upon a plan preſented 
by Mr. Jacobſen ; the eſtimate of which was 
* {.4195 17s. 4d. And in 1749 
(at the inſtance of Mr. Emerſon, 
one of the governors, who after- 


The chapel be- 
gun in 1747+ 


and 3 eaſtern 


wards bequeathed to the hoſpital the reſidue 


of his eſtates, amounting to upwards of . 1 1, 000) 
the general committee, in order that the girls 
might be kept ſeparate from the boys, was 
authorized to proceed to the building of the 
eaſtern wing ; which, together with the trea- 
ſurer's houſe, appears to have been ready for 


habitation in 1752. 
The 


ft coft in the whole 6490/. being leſs than the 
amount of the ſubſcriptions received towards it. 
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The whole of the building, ori- | 
ginally calculated to hold 400 Donations of 


Mr. Hogarth and 


children, was intended to be plain other ardills. 
and devoid of decoration; but the 

talents and public ſpirit of ſeveral artiſts bene- 
volently varied the intention; and many or- 
naments were preſented by them to the cha- 
rity. To Mr. Hogarth, who was an active 
governor and an carly benefactor, the hoſpi- 
tal is indebted for three pictures ; one his march 
to Finchley, which, in the opinion of ſome 
judges, ſtands firſt in the catalogue of his works; 
and another, the portrait of our founder Mr. 


Coram ; an excellent and well painted picture. 


A lift and deſcription of theſe donations, taken 
from the original printed account of the hoſ- 
pital is inferted in a * note. | 


B 2 5 


& In the court room were placed four capital pic- 
tures; the ſubjects being parts of the ſacred hiftory, 
ſuitable to the place for which they were deſigned, 


The firft painted by Mr, Hayman, and taken from 
the 2d chapter of Exodus, ver. 8, 9. the words of 


which are, The maid went and called the child's 


* mother, and Pharoah's daughter ſaid unto her, take 
de this child awav and nurſe it for me, and I will 
& give you wages.“ 


The 


e 
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The charity is under very great 
obligation to the benevolence of 
Mr. Handel; who, upon the 

building 


and of Mr. 
Handel. 


The enſuing verſe is the ſubject of the next picture, 
viz „ And the child grew, and ſhe brought him to 
& Pharoah's daughter, and he became her ſon, and ſhe 
& called his name Moſes.“ This picture is painted 
by Mr. Hogarth, 


The third picture is the hiſtory of /Þmael, painted 

by Mr. Highmore. The ſubject taken from the 21ſt 

chapter of Geneſis ver. 17. And the angel of the 

46 Lord called to Hagar out of heaven, and ſaid to 

« her, what aileth thee Hagar? Fear not, for God 
cc hath heard the voice of the lad where he is!“ 

The fourth picture was painted by Mr, Villes, 
its ſubject taken from the 18th chapter of Luke, 
ver. 16, ©: Jeſus ſaid, ſuffer little children to come 
e unto me, and forbid them not; ſor of ſuch is 
* the kingdom of God.” On each ſide of theſe 
pictures are placed ſmaller pictures in circular frames, 
repreſenting the moſt conſiderable e in and a- 
bout London. | 

1. The view of the hoſpital for expoſed children, 

2. The view of the hoſpital at Hyde park Corner, 
ealled St. George” s hoſpital, Theſe two by Mr, Wilſon. 

3. The view of Chelſea hoſpital. 

4. The view of Bethlem hoſpital, Theſe two by 
Mr. Haytley. : 

5. The view of S:. Thomas! s hoſpital, 

6. The view of Greenwich hoſpital, 


7. The 
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building of the chapel, gave the hoſpital an 


organ, and the benefit of his oratorio of the 


Meſſiah, 


5. The view of the Blue Coat hoſpital. Theſe three 
1 Mr. // hate. | 

8. The view of Sutton's hoſpital, called the Charter- 
houſe. By Mr. Gainſborough, 

Over the chimney is placed' a very curious baſs- 
relief carved by Mr. Ry/brack, and preſented by him, 
repreſenting children employed in navigation and huſ- 
bandry ; being the employments, to which the children 
of this hoſpital are deſtined, 

The other ornaments of the room were alſo given 
by ſeveral ingenious workmen, who had been em- 
ployed in building the hoſpital, and were defirous 
to contribute to its eſtabliſhment, 

The ſtucco work was given by Mr, William Wilton, 
The marble chimney by Mr. Deval. The table with 
its frame enriched with carving, by Mr, John e ; 
and the glaſs by Mr. Hallet, 


In the other rooms of the hoſpital are the follows ' 


ing pictures, His moſt ſacred Majeſty King George 
the Second, Patron of this Hoſpital, by Mr. Shakleton, 


painter to his Majeſty, The right honourable the 


Earl of Dartmouth, one of the vice-preſidents of the 
| hoſpital, by Sir Joſhua Reynolds. Taylar White, Eſq; 
treaſurer of the hoſpital, in crayons, by Mr. Coates, 
Mr. Thomas Coram, and the march of the guards to 


Finchley, by Mr. Hogarth; Mr. Milner, and Mr. Jacob- 


ſen, by Mr. Hudjon; Dr. Mead, by Mr. Rampay; 
Mr. Emerſon, by Mr. Highmore ; ; Francis Fauguier, Elqs ; 
lieutenant governor of Virginia, by Mr. Wilſn. 
large ſea piece by Mr. Broeking ; and a fine — 
by Mr. Lambert. 
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Meſſiah, the performance of which he con- 
ducted himſelf. This he repeated for ſeveral 
years, with an advantage to the funds of the 
charity, amounting in the whole to upwards 
of £.6700; and at his death, in 1759, be- 
queathed his property in the muſic of that ora- 
torio to the hoſpital. 


In March 1751, Mr. Coram, 
the benevolent founder of the 
hoſpital, died, in the 84th year 
of his age. In conſequence of a wiſh, expreſſed 
in his life-time, he was interred under the 
chapel, in the midſt of that charity which he 

had founded; a monument more noble and 
dignified, than ever wealth or pride obtained, 
His funeral was attended with every honour- 
able reſpect by the governors of the hoſpital, 
preceded by the children and their nurſes ; 
and the choir ſervice was performed by 
gentlemen of St. Paul's and Weſtminſter Ab- 


Death of Mr. 


Coram. 


bey. His life had been ſo totally devoid of 


ſelf intereſt, * that he left behind him pro- 
perty 


* Pere is an honourable teſtimonial in favour of 
Mr. Coram's character, in a letter from Mr Horace 
Walpole, then ambaſſador at the Hague, to his bro- 


- | ther 
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perty hardly ſufticient to have diſcharged the 


expences of his funeral. The Foundling Hoſ- 


pital had not been the only object of his ex- 


ertions: He was an active contributor to the 


eſtablithment of the new colonies of Georgia 


and 


ther Sir Robert Walpole, dated the 18th April 17353 
where in a colonial matter of conſiderable importance, 
which is the ſubject of the letter, Mr, Walpole cloſes 
with theſe words; ** Loſe no time in talking with 
Sir Charles Wager, Mr. Bladen, and ons Coram, 
8 THE HONESTEST, THE MOST DtSINTERESTED, 
% AND THE MoST KNOWING PERSON about the 
© plantations I ever talked with” Cox's Life of 
Sir Robert Walpole, 34 wil. 243. —Indeed Mr, Coram 
had been ſo diſintereſted, and ſo inattentive to his 
own pecuniary concerns, that, at the age of 82, he 
was the ſubject of the grant of an annuity, the origi- 
nal of which, by favor of Mr. Wilmot, is now depo- 
ſited at the Foundling. It bears date the goth of 
March 1749, and recites his public ſervices in contri- 


buting in the beginning of this century to England's 


being ſupplied, at a very reduced price, with tar from the 

Northern Colonies of Britiſh America, and with deal 
boards, and fir timber, from the Netherlands and Ger- 
many, and in a later time to the foundation of the 
Foundling Hoſpital; and contains a grant to him, on 
very honourable terms, of 161 guineas a year for his 
life, the Prince of Wales contributing 20 guineas a 
year, and the other ſubſcribers in general a guinea 
each. He lived to receive two years payment of it. 


23d May, 1799. 
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and Nova Scotia; and made ſome progreſs in 
the foundation of a ſchool for the education of 
Indian girls. An * inſcription to his memory 

was 


& The following is a Copy of it. 


CAPTAIN THOMAS CORAM, 
whoſe name will never want a monument, 
ſo long as this Hoſpital ſhall ſubſiſt, 
was born in the year 1688; . 
a man eminent in that moſt eminent virtue, 
the love of mankind: 
little attentive to his private fortune, 
and refuſing many opportunities of increaſing it. 
his time and thoughts were continually employed 
in endeavours to promote the public happineſs, | 
both in this kingdom, and elſewhere ; 
particularly in the colonies of North America; 
and his endeayours were many times crowned 


with the deſired ſucceſs. 
His unwearied ſolicitation for above ſeventeen years together 


(which would have baffled the patience and induſtry 
of any man leſs zealous in doing good) 
and. his application to perſons of diſtinction of both ſexes, 
obtained at length the Charter of the Corporation, 
(bearing date the 17th of October 1739) 
for the maintenance and education 
of expoſed and deſerted young children, 
by which many thouſand of lives 
may he preſerved to the public and employed in a frugal 
and honeſt courſe of induſtry ; 


He 
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was placed in the centre of the ſouthern arcade 
of the chapel; which having been originally 
in wood, and decayed by time, has been very 
recently replaced in ſtone. 
The number of children receive 
Number of into the hoſpital, before the end of 
children main- | | . 
N the year 1752 was 1040; of which 
559 were then maintained by the 
hoſpital, at an expence, as is ſtated in the mi- 
nutes of the general court of 27th June 1753, 
of upwards of C. 5000 a year; to which the 
permanent income of the hoſpital, which did 
not then exceed . 1050 a year, bore no propor- 
tion. A reduction was therefore propoſed in 
the number of children: This however does 
not appear to have taken place, as in the year 
1754, we find that there were 600 children 
then on the eſtabliſhment. The zeal of the 
acting 5 of the bein and their de- 
fre 


He died the 29th of March 17 51, in the 84th year of his age ; 
poor in worldly eſtate, rich in good works: 
and was buried at his own deſire, in the vault underneath this chapel 


(the firſt there depofited) at the eaſt end thereof; 
many of the governors and other gentiemen attending the funeral 


to do honour to his memory, 
READ E R, 


Thy actions will ſhew whether thou art ſincere, 
in the praiſes thou mayſt beſtow on him; 


and if thou haft virtue enough to commend his virtues, 
forget not to add alfo the imitation of . them. 
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fire of making it at that early period extenſively 
uſeful, ſeems to have carried them rather too 
far; and to have induced them imprudently 
to riſk, by premature exertions, the permanent 
welfare of the inſtitution. Mere ſtrangers, how- 
ever, cannot be fully aware of the powerful in- 
ducements, which they had to extend as far as 
poſſible the benefits of the charity; as the 
value and conſequence of thoſe benefits can 
enly be correctly appreciated by thoſe, who 
have feer/anally aſſiſted in the execution of the 
charity. | | 


DE In March 1756 the governors 
Appiication to — 
Farliament in Preſented a petition to the Houſe 
775 of Commons, ſtating the incorpora- 


ton and parliamentary confirmation of the cha- 


rity; and the manner in which the petitioners 
had proceeded in execution of the truſt repoſed 
in them: that they had educated the children 
under their care with the utmoſt frugality; and 
in fuch a manner as that they might become 
uſeful ſervants of the public: that they had ex- 
pended great ſums of money; and at the ſame 
time, from the inſufficiency of their income, had 
been compelled, to their great concern and to 


the detriment of the public, to reject many pro- 


per 


- 
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per objects of the charity: that from the dit- 
ferent accounts received from foreign countries, 
where charities of the like kind are eſtabliſhed, 
it appeared that the expences of thoſe eſtabliſh- 
ments could not be maintained merely by pri- 
vate donations; and that they have therefore 
conſtantly had the aid of the public. Upon 


theſe grounds they prayed the houſe, to take 
ſuch meaſures for the extenſion and ſupport of 


the charity, as ſhould be deemed wiſe and 
proper. 


The Houſe of Commons * voted the pe- 
titioners the ſum of F. 10, 000; accompanied 


* The following were the previous reſolutions of the 
Houſe of Commons; 6 April 1756. | 

That the enabling the hoſpital for the maintenance 
„ and education of expoſed and deſerted young children 
<« to receive all the children that ſhall be offered, is the 


* only method to render that charitable inſtitution of 


<« laſting and general utility, 


That to render the ſaid hoſpital of laſting and 
« general utility, the aſſiſtance of Parliament is ne- 


4 ceflary. 


© That to render the ſaid hoſpital of — utility 
« and effect, it ſhould be enabled to appoint proper 
« places in all counties, ridings or diviſions of this 


4 kingdom, for the reception of all expoſed and deſert 
Le "= young children,” 


with 
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with a condition for the recep- 
tion of all children, that ſhould 
be offered under a certain age; 
an age which the corporation firſt fixed at two, 
then at fix, and afterwards at twelve months. 
The gates of the charity were immediately 
thrown open for all the children not exceed- 
ing the then . propoſed age of two months; 
and-on the 2d of June 1756, the firſt day 
af general reception, 117 children were 
received. From that time to the 31ſt of 
December 1757, five thouſand five hundred 
and ten children were admitted into the 
 Kofpitar. | C! Teo. 


Period of gene- 
Tal Reception, 
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| '* The charity obtained the ſplendid name of a 
'Y national eſtabliſhment. The King had declared 
himſelf its patron. Large ſums of money were 
annually granted to the corporation; and the 
number of children, of an infantine and helpleſs 
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I age, ſupported by the hoſpital, was, in 1760, in- 
5 creaſed to above 6000; a number, which, at 
lh the rate of £.7 10s. each, required an income 
i of above . 45, 000 a year to maintain; and 
1 which muſt have been ſoon trebled by the con · 


= 
* 
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. 

— 

— — — 


tinuance of the ſyſtem of general reception. 


The 
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The magnitude of our buildings bore no 
proportion to the increaſe of our ſyſtem. The 


corporation directed by Parliament, extended 


its views to diſtant counties; and country 
hoſpitals were eftabliſhed, in the enſuing year 
at Ackworth in Yorkſhire; in 1758 in Kent, 
Shropſhire, and Buckinghamſhire ; and after- 
wards in Cheſhire, and at Barnet ; with large 


rolls of county governors, and county commit- 


tees, for the management of theſe numerous 
{ubordinate eſtablithments, 


A charity ſo boundleſs and un- 
diftinguiſhing, and ſo unnecetiarily Abaſes in con- 

3 5 3 323233 ſequence there- 
varied from its original inſtitution, of. 
could not but be attended with ill 
conſequences. The ſcite of the hoſpital was 
in many inſtances converted into a burying 
ground; and parental care, though perhaps it 
would not have deſerted an healthy or hopeful 
child, carried the diſeaſed and expiring infant, 
in ſome inſtance, almoſt ſtripped of its cloathing, 


to take the chance of a change of air and ſitua- 
tion, and of the efforts of medical fkill and 


care: and, failing thoſe, to receive the certainty 


of a decent interment. So far extended was 


this practice, a practice that has done infinite 
prejudice 
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prejudice to the character of the hoſpital, that I 
have been informed by a late reſpeQable and 
active governor, that there were many inſtances 
in which the child received at the gate, did 
not live to be carried into the wards of the 
hoſpital. 


There was another ſpecies of abuſe. —Pariſh 
officers, in ſome inſtances by fraud, and in 
others by force, had ſent in the children of 
poor pariſhioners, ſome from a great diſtance, 
in order to ſecure the parith againſt the riſk 
of future charges.—The children were imme- 
diately returned to their parents; and the cri— 
minals, for they deſerved no better name, pro- 
ſecuted to conviction and puniſhment, at the 
expence of the charity. 


By the preſent practice of the 
Preſent mode of hoſpital, ſomething more than the 
reception of 
Lohildren, mere neceſſity of the mother and 
deſertion of the father is requi- 
fite. The previous good character of the 
mother is enquired into, and this important 
circumſtance is aſcertained, that the reception 
of the child, together with the ſecrecy obſerved 
as to the ſituation and misfortune of the mo- 
: | | ther, 
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ther, will be attended by the probable conſe- 
- quence of reſtoring her to a courſe of virtue, 
and placing her in a proper ſervice, or in ſome 
other way of obtaining an honeſt livelihood. 
By theſe precautions an evil conſequence is pre- 
vented, which, it muſt be allowed, during the 
continuance of the parliamentary grants (a pe- 
riod in which the plan of the charity was en- 
tirely changed) did attend the indiſcriminate 
admiſſion of children into the hoſpital ;—the 
increafe of proſtitution, by the extreme facility 


of providing for the produce of it. But at 


the ſame time when we conſider, how many 
deſerted infants were received into the Found- 
ling at this period, it is impoſſible not to de- 
duce this truth, that numbers of infants have 
periſhed in this country, both before and ſince 
that period, for want of the public care. And 
it is more than a mere probability, that, of 
the 4400 * children which (of thoſe admitted 
at this time) were afterwards apprenticed and 


placed 


* Of theſe the greater part were apprenticed to 
huſbandry, or other country fituations. — It were 
to be withed, that more of the girls could be placed 
in proper ſervices in the country ; eſpecially if thoſe 
ſervices could be obtained cn the recommendation of 
the inſpectretles, 
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placed out in the world, the greater number 
muſt have been loſt in their infancy, but for 
their reception into this hoſpital. 


| The inconveniencies, which at- 
The general re- tended the unmanageable magni- 
eeption diſcon- 8 
tinued. tude of the eſtabliſhment, drew 
the attention of Parliament in 
April 1759; when the Houſe of Commons 
expreſſed itſelf ſtrongly againſt the practice of 
conveying children from diſtant ſituations to 
the Foundling Hoſpital. In the next ſeſſion 
an enquiry was inſtituted, and, on the 8th of 
February 1760, the Houſe of Commons re- 
ſolved, that the general admiſſion of all chil- 
dren, indifcriminately, under a certain age, 
into the hoſpital, to be maintained there at the 
public expence, had been attended with many 


evil conſequences, and that it be diſcontinued. 


The houle, at the fame time, ordered an eſtimate 
of the expence of maintaining thoſe already in 
the hoſpital, up to the 31ſt of December, 1760. 


The governors. of the hoſpital, on the next 
day, came to a reiolvtion to continue to execute 
the purpoſes for which they were incorporated, 
ſo far as they were, or ſhould be enabled by 

law 


- . 
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law ſo to do, not doubting but Parliament 
would enable them to ſupport all ſuch children 
as they had received; or ſhould receive, in obe- 
dience to the reſolutions of Parliament. 


In this confidence they were not deceived. 


The ſums which Parliament granted to them, 


during the next ten years, were very conſider- 
able, though poſſibly not adequate to the ex- 
pence, to which the new ſyſtem had ſubjected 
them. There were, at this time, above 6000 
children on the eſtabliſhment ; almoſt all of 
them under five years of age. Six years paſſed 
before the number was reduced ſo low as 4300; 
and it was not till after the year 1769 that, by 
apprenticing all who could be placed out, they 
were reduced below 1000. — The average num- 
ber of children, during the period of thoſe ten 
years, was rather above 4300 ; the current ex- 
\ pence of which, could not, upon the whole, 
be leſs than 35,0001. “ a year. | 


* 'The average amount of the Parliamentary grants 
for the 15 years from 1756 to 1771, When they ceaſed, 
was . 33, O00 a year. 
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1 The corporation not only did 
eception of or-. : 
phans, of ſoldiers Not abandon the infants it had re- 
EP = ceived, but in the enſuing ſpring, 
and in ſeveral ſucceeding years, 
opened its gates to the orphans of“ ſoldiers 
who had fallen in the German war. The ages 
of thoſe admitted were from four to twelve 
years. At the ſame time the court came to a 
reſolution that if, at any future time, an appli- 
cation ſhould be made for the reception of any 
other children, in the ſame or other ſimilar cir- 
cumſtances of diſtreſs, the general committee 
ſhould be empowered to receive ſo many of 
ſuch children as they ſhould think proper, their 
ages not exceeding five years; a limitation 
which, upon a further reception of orphans of 
ſoldiers in July 1761, was done away, and the 


* The greater part of thoſe admitted at this time, 
had been made orphans by the battle of Minden. Ir is 
hardly poſſible for the mind not to recur to the feeling 
and beautiful lines of Langhorne, 


« Cold on Canadian Hills, or Minden's plain, 
« Perhaps that parent mourn'd her ſoldier flain; 
e Bent o'er her babe, her eye diſſolv'd in dew, 
« The big drops mingling with the milk he drew, 
ce Gave the ſad preſage of his future years, 
6 The child of miſery baptiz'd in tears.“ 
| committee 


- 
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committee empowered to receive ſuch orphan 
or otherwiſe deferted children, whether of ſol- 


diers or ſailors, although the age ſhould exceed 


five years, the number and particular circum- 
ſtances of ſuch children being ſpecially reported 
to the next general court“. 


Of fo large a number of chil- 
dren, as had been admitted, it Injury of the 
5 RF , Charity from the 
could not be hoped that all yeneral reception. 
would be capable of being 
placed out, as apprentices, in the world. 


Some unfortunate inſtances of imbecility of 


body, or mind, were to be expeCted. —They 


{till remain in the hoſpital, as comfortable 
and uſeful as their capacities will allow.— 
Beſides this, the magnitude of the ſcale and 


ſyſtem of the eſtabliſhment, during the period 


of the parliamentary grants, notwithſtanding 
all the economy ſince adopted, has entailed 
a conſiderable expence on the charity: and, 
what has been ſeverely felt, the ſource of 
private donations was greatly impaired in con- 

2 ſequence 


* See the Minutes of the General Court, 14th May, 
x 760, aft July, 1761, 3oth Dec. 1761, and goth March 


1763- 
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ſequence of parliamentary interference. We 
muſt not therefore wonder that, for a ſeries of 


Years, it ſhould have ſuffered a diminution of 
income and property; and ſhould have been 
generally, though unfairly, aſperſed for that 
waſte of capital, which, without driving from 
its walls a number of helpleſs objects, ed 
not have been prevented. — The aſſertion of 
general abuſes, in the management of a pub- 
lic truſt, is made with eaſe; but not repelled 
without trouble and detail, even if the public 
attention can be drawn to it; and I am ſorry 
to add, is very willingly advanced, or credited, 
by many, who too eaſily admit private motives 
to influence the conduct of public concerns. 


| The governors, without giving 
Redudtion of up the original object of their in- 
ſititution, adopted and purſued a 
ſteady and regular plan of * economy; and 
| | | | as 


* It was probably one of the conſequences of this 
ſyſtem of economy, that a cuſtom has ceaſed, (which 
bad preyailed and had been authorized by one of the 
regulations of the hoſpital) of making a preſent to the 


children of the hoſpital, at the expiration of their ap- 


prenticeſhip, in caſe of teſtimonials of good behaviour. 


This. practice might be renewed with very good ef- 


fect 
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as ſoon as it was practicable, apprenticed out 
the children, and diſcontinued and diſpoſed 
of the country hoſpitals ; reducing their eſta- 
bliſhment, as far as could be done, to what 
their permanent and contingent income was 
adequate to. Indeed it is impoſlible to refer 
to the minutes of the general courts, or of 
their committees, during this or any periods of 
the hiſtory of the corporation, without feeling 
how providentially the ſucceſſion of benevolent 
care and attention, has been, in every part of 
that hiſtory, directed to the eſſential * of 
the charity. 


In dion to a general plan of 
retrenchment and economy, the cl. 
attention of the governors was, at eſtate, in 1764. 
this time, firſt directed to the 
improvement of revenue, which the corporation 
might derive from granting building leaſes, 
of ſuch part of the eſtate purchaſed of Lord 
Saliſbury, as was not wanted for the imme— 
diate 


fect on the morals and conduct of the children; and 
the public appearance in the chapel, of thoſe who had 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their good behaviour, might 


operate as an incentive and example to the other chil- 
dren, 
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diate accommodation of the hoſpital ; and, in 
June 1764, the land in the ſouth front of the 
hoſpital was advertiſed to be let on a building 
leaſe. For want, however, of proper arrange- 
ments, the meaſure was then unſucceſsful : and 
nothing further appears to have been done 
until May 1775; when a reſolution was 
paſſed, that the general committee ſhould. be 
empowered to receive propofals, treat and 
agree, for letting on: one or more building 
leaſes, for any term not exceeding ninety-nine 
years, the land on the ſouth fide of the private 
road leading into Gray's-inn-lane. 


This reſolution, however, was 
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| 
ſit — ſoon after reſcinded ; and the fur- 
0 ther conſideration of the ſcheme 
| | of building was poſtponed till the leaſes of 
9 


the Rugby charity were expired, or near ex- 
piring; or the treaty, of exchanging ground 
with that Truſt, could be ſettled. On this ac- 
count the improvement of the hoſpital eſtate 
was deferred for ſome years; at leaſt no gene- 
ral ſyſtem was adopted: the few leaſes granted 
before 1789 (the whole rents reſerved on which 
amounted only to 817. 35.) being rather to be 
conſidered as matters of perſonal accommoda- 

| tion 
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tion to individuals, than as part of a general 
plan of increaſing the funds of the charity.— 
When, however, the period of maturity for the 
agreement with the Rugby truſt arrived, it ap- 
peared that no arrangement could be made 
with that rival! property: and, in May 1780, 
the conſideration of any exchange of land 
with that charity, was after a reference to a 
| ſpecial committee, indefinitely poſtponed, 


The increaſe of the income, 
ariſing from the chapel, was an Increaſe of reve- 

3 ; nue from the 
object of the next importance in chapel. 
point of revenue; and in this the | | 
charity was more early in its ſucceſs. The 
general committee, in order to enſure a main- 
tenance to a blind boy of the hoſpital, had in 
1758 been induced to give directions for his 
being regularly inſtructed in muſic, at the ex 
pence of the charity : a ſimilar order was made 
in 1768, and again in 1771; and the ſeeds 
of benevolence in theſe, as in moſt inſtances, 
have been returned with tenfold produce into | 
the boſom of the charity; for the three per- \ 
ſons ſo * inſtructed have lived to contribute 9 

e = 


The orders * the inſtruction of theſe three per- 


ſons are ſubjoined, with a view of reminding the con- 
ductora 
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1 very abundantly, and with credit and advan- 
Il tage to themſelves, to the funds on which 
* their 
[: duQtors of the charity, how honourably this example 
| of benevolence has been repaid by the gratitude and ſer- 


vices of the objects of that benevolence ; and how pro- 


5 per it will be that theſe orders ſhould be occaſionally 
1 adopted as precedents. | 

1 « General Committee, 28th March, 1758. 

1 * Reſolved, That Tom Grenville, a boy of this 
* << hoſpital who is blind, be taught muſic by the 
i “C affiſtant to the orgauiſt of the chapel of this hoſ- 
i << pital, at the price of two guineas per quarter, for 
bl « inſtrufting him four times a week for the firſt 


% quarter, and three times a week for the two next 
«© quarters, 


* 13th May, 1760. 

«© Mr. White acquaints the committee, that the 
« perſon who was appointed to teach the blind boy, 
« uſed him with great ſeverity, and neglected inſtruct- 
„ ing him; and propoſed Mr. Cook * be ap- 
| « pointed to teach him i in his is place, 
| 


cc Reſolved, 
„„ That the Treaſurer be deſired to agree with the 
&« ſaid Mr, Cook on the beſt texms he can. 


66 18th Nov. 1767. 
« Read a letter from Mr. Mynd to Lady Sophia 
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11 | 
14 4% Egerton, together with a copy of an agreement of 
| i the pariſhioners of Roſs in Herefordſhire, purport- 
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their comfort and independence, and moſt pro- 
bably their exiſtence, haye depended. The at- 
tention of the goyernors to the management of 
the chapel, ns to the inſtruction of the children 
in ſacred muſic, has, from that time, been at- 
tended with great emolument to the charity. 
From the annual ſum of 37/7. 11s, 1d. the whole 
* from the chapel i in 1766, it had 1 in 1776 


ing that the ſaid pariſhioners had agreed to employ 
cc 22 Grenville, who has been employed as an aſ- 
e ſiſtant organiſt in the chapel of this hoſpital, al- 
„ lowing him 251. a year for his ſervice as organiſt 
« of the ſaid pariſh of Roſs. 


hs Reſolved, 


% That the thanks of this committee be given to 
« Lady Sophia Egerton, for her protection and the 
4 ſervice done to the ſaid Tom Grenville, and that he 
6 ſhall be diſpatched in a fortnight or three weeks, 


“ 10th Feb. 1768. 
cc Reſolved, 
e That Mr. Cook, the organiſt, be employed to 
4 teach the blind boy, John Printer, muſic, at the 


& ſalary of 12]. 128. per annum, to commence from 
« Chriſtmas laſt. 


„ 16th of October 1771. 
4 Ordered, | 
68 * That Mr. Philpot, the organiſt, do teach the 


. n . * 


increaſed 
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increaſed to 3407. 15s. 3d. in 1786 to 8817. 45. 
14. and in the laſt year (1795) to 15944. 1s. 3d. 
to which, by the united Jabour and attention of 
fome of the governors, a conſiderable addition 
is expected ſtill to be made. 


The general committee had, in 

_—_ of 177 I, made an arrangement for 
| the reduction of the ſervants of the 
hoſpital; and, in February 1773, the general 
court appointed a ſpecial committee, to conſider 
as to any practicable diminution of the expences 
of the hoſpital, The committee reported that 
any further reduction in the number of officers 
in the hoſpital (who were then fix in number, 
the ſecretary, ſteward, apothecary, matron, clerk, 
and fchoolmaſter) could not be made, unleſs 
by a conſolidation of the functions of any two 
officers ; a meaſure which the general court did 
not then approve, but the trial of which was 
afterwards made in 1780, by uniting the ap- 
pointment of clerk and fteward in the perſon 
of Mr. Biggs. The conſolidation was then of 
very ſhort continuance. Since that time, how- 
ever, the union of the two offices of ſecretary 


and ſteward has been made, and continues 


without any inconvenience, in the perfon of 
| Mr, 


- 
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Mr. Merryweather*. The number of ſervants in 
the hoſpita! had been reduced from fifty to thi: ty- 
two; in which number were included (that 
which is common to all public eſtabliſhments) 
ſome aged perſons, who having ſpent their beſt 
days in the laborious work of the houſe, re- 
mained there as an aſylum ; and (what is pecu- 
lar to the Foundling) ſeveral of thoſe unforty- 
nate perſons, who had been taken in during 
the period of general reception, and who, by 
reaſon of mental or bodily defects, were inca- 
pable of being placed out in the world and 
could therefore render but a very imperfect ſer- 
vice in the hoſpital. This part of the eſtabliſh- 
ment, and the expence of the kitchen garden, 
it was apprehended, could not be leſſened 7. 

| To 


* Upon his death, in the beginning of March 1799, 
a further reduction has been made in the ſecretary's 
ſalary, and in the appointment of the clerk ; for which 
laſt duty only occaſional aſſiſtance is now engaged, 
without reſidence or board in the houſe, A ſimilar 
arrangement had been made upon the late apothecary's 
reſignation, in November 1797. The faving in the 
three appointments is about rool. a year to the charity, 

+ Since the publication of the iſt edition of this ace 
count, a kitchen has been fitted up at the Foundling 
Hoſpital, upon the plan, and under the direction, of 
Count Rumford, It has now been in conſtant and 

daily 
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To diminiſh the charge of repairs, it was thought 
proper to employ a regular ſurveyor; and the 


medicinal ſervice of the hoſpital was referred to 
future conſideration. | 


The object of theſe ſheets is to 
preſent a detail, poſſeſſing probably 
no other intereſt than what it derives 
from the ſubject, of the meaſures which have, 
at different periods, either been adopted or re- 
jefted by the founders and friends of the cha- 
rity; and to remind the governors of the neceſ- 


Project of a 
muſic ſchool. 


daily ufe for three years; and, the direction, with regard 
ta the quantity of fuel having been Arictiy adhered to, it has 
bern found to anfwer very completely, The ſaving in coals 
to the charity has been 25 chaldron a year. Two cooks 
were employed before, and in very warm ſervice ; there 
is now only one, and (the firſt inſtruction properly at- 
tended to) ſhe finds it an eaſy duty. The iron werk re- 
quires occaſionally ſome repair; but not ſo mu ch as the 
eld kitchen did, or ſo much as would be required by any 
common kitchen, from whence 250 perſons were to be 
fupplied with their daily food. During the preſent warm 
weather, the flues retain the heat. 10 well, that half a 
peck of coals, with cinders, is as much as is now uſed 
for either the boiler or roaſter. In winter it amounts to 
about a peck of coals, of the inferior and ſmaller ſort, 
that will not burn in common fires. | 
19 June, 1799. 
lity 
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ity of frequently recurring to firſt principles, 
and of correcting, with temper and attention, 
the defects and abuſes which will attend the 
progreſs of every human eftabliſhment. A 
work of this kind, if prepared with any degree 
of induſtry, muſt have the merit of collecting 
together, for the convenience of the preſent 
and future guardians of the hoſpital, a conſi- 
derable part of the experience and information 
of their predeceſſors. In this view many things, 
in themſelves trifling, acquire an intereſt from 
ſituation and conſequences.—Muſic had been 
a ſource of very conſiderable benefit to the cha- 
rity; and, by the benevolence of Mr. Handel, 
very large ſums had been added to the funds of 
the corporation. In July 1774, Doctor Burney 
and Mr. Giardini preſented to the general court 
a plan for eſtabliſhing a public muſic-ſchool at 
the hoſpital; a plan which promiſed conſider- 
able, though no immediate, advantage to the 
charity. The propoſal was accepted; a ſub- 
ſcription roll opened for donations, and a ſpecial 
committee appointed to arrange and execute 
the meaſure. An adjourned court, however, 
was held that day fortnight, and the clauſe in 
the act of parliament read, authorizing the 
corporation to detain and employ the children 

in 


46 Account of the Fonndling Hoſpital, 


in any ſort of /abour or manufacture; and it ap- 
pearing to the general court, that muſic was not 
either a labour or manufacture, the plan was * 
rejected, as not warranted by the act of par- 


| lament. 


Regulations as The infirmary of the hoſpital 
1 had, by a reſolution of June 1755, 
1719. been directed to be placed in the 


weſtern wing, at the ſouth end of the upper 
floor. By ſubſequent reſolutions different ſitua- 
tions were appointed for it; and as is uſual 
where there are various meaſures and various 
directions, without any fixed or particular at- 
tention to the ſubject, it had at length ſunk 


® This may be a proper ſubject for reconſideration, 
The ſcheme, as then offered, ſeems to have been chiefly 
exceptionable, becauſe the projectors extended it too far. 
How far, cannot now be preciſely ſtated, as the plan 
was returned to the projectors, and no copy kept, — A 
muſical ſchool within the hoſpital, for the children in- 


capable of any other means of livelihood, might, under 


proper limitations, prove a benefit to the funds of the 
hoſpital, and a ſource of ineſtimable charity; by giving 
comfort and independence to any of the hoſpital children, 
whoſe ſight may fail, and in ſome caſes to children de- 
privad of ſight, the peculiarity of whoſe diſtreſs (like 
that of the blind orpban very lately admitted) may in- 
title them to the protection of the charity. 


into 


- 
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into a low damp confined building, near the 
Hoſpital gate; deſtitute of convenience ; inca- 
pable of ſeparate accommodation for the ſexes; 
and bidding defiance to medical ſkill, to reſtore 
the inhabitants to the free air and healthy apart- 
ments of the hoſpital. — Hopeleſs labour is gene- 
rally void of exertion.—In the preſent inſtance, 
the unfavourable ſituation of the infirmary ſeems 
to have produced an extraordinary effect of in- 
attention and want of cleanlineſs in thoſe who 
had the care of it; and this, and the other evils 
attending the ſcite of the infirmary, being in- 
creaſed by two epidemical diforders in Decem- 
ber 1789, the quarterly court referred the whole 
to the inveſtigation of the general committee; 
the reſult of which was a ſyſtematic regulation 
as to the cleanlineſs, management, and diet of 
the children; which has been ſince very well 
obſerved :—the eſtabliſhment of a regular viſita- 
tion of the hoſpital; and the reſtoration of the 
infirmary to its originally intended ſcite; a 
change which has operated as a charm on the 
fick liſt of the hoſpital, and reduced it to half 
of its former average. 


The great object of enquiring a 
into the income and expenditure of finances in 
the hoſpital, from the time of the “95 


laſt parliamentary grant, was at the ſame time 
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referred to a ſpecial committee of five govern- 
ors; who in June 1790, preſented their report 
on the ſubject to the general court; and orders 


were made, in conſequence, to bring the ex- 


penditure within the income of the hoſpital. 


Plan of build» To the plan of re-eſtakliſhing the 


ing reſumed. finances, and perpetuating the funds 


of the charity, by granting building leaſes, ob- 
jections had always been made, which, for a 
ſeries of years, had prevented the improvement 
of the hoſpital eſtate. —The original price of 
that eſtate, containing fifty- ſix acres of land, 


' purchaſed of the Earl of Saliſbury in 1740, after 


allowing for his benevolence of 5004. amounted 
to 6500/7. Of that land, nearly ten acres had 
been occupied by the ſcite and conveniences of 
the hoſpital; the addition of as much more, in 
the areas of the ſquares and ſpaces immediately 
ſurrounding the hoſpital, is the leaſt quantity 
that has ever been propoſed to be left uncovered 
by buildings: ſo that the hoſpital, in any event, 
was to ſtand in the centre of twenty acres of 


ground. From the remaining thirty-ſix acres, 


the zeal and ſanguine hopes of ſome of the go- 
vernors had induced them to expect to ſecure 


to the charity an annual income, not much m- 


ferior 
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ferior to the original price of the fee ſimple of 
the whole eſtate. Reaſons, however, had al- 
ways occurred to prevent the charity receiving 
the benefit of this addition to its funds; reaſons, 
which tho they would not have influenced 
for a moment the concerns of an individual, 
were nevertheleſs ſaid to be intitled to weight 
with the guardians of a public truſt; and which, 
for a ſucceſſion of years, continued to have the 
effect of deferring the improvement of the cor- 
poration eſtate. However, in May 1785, the 
governors being alarmed by the circumſtance of 
the expenſes of the hoſpital having for ſome 
time exceeded the income, a committee of en- 
quiry was appointed; and, in March 1786, 
after a pauſe of above ten years, the confidera- 
tion of the improvement of their eſtate was re- 
ſumed; and a ſpecial committee directed to make 
a ſurvey of the ground belonging to the corpo- 
ration, and to recommend ſome plan of build- 
ing thereon to the general court. In March 
1787, the general committee was empowered 
to receive propoſals, for taking any part of the 
hoſpital land on building leaſes: a power that 
was recalled by the next court ; which refolved, 
that © to ere& any building on the lands be- 


" longing to the hoſpital, on which no buildings 
D | « were 
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« were then erected, by which a free and open 
“circulation of air was then enjoyed by the 
children of the hoſpital, would be detrimental 
to their health, and wag: to the original 
e inſtitution of the charity.“ 


The authors of this reſolution ſeem to have 
preſumed, that an original intention of uſing, or 
not uſing, brick and mortar, had made part of 
the fundamental conſtitution of the charity; 
and, in the centre of a dry and elevated ſitua- 


tion of twenty acres of ground, trembled for 


the noxious influence of confined air on the 


health of the children. The reſolution, how- 


ever, met the fate it deſerved. It was reſcinded 
at the next meeting; and, in December 1787, 


it was reſolved that ſuch part of the eſtate, as 


laid ſouth of, and adjoining to, the road leading 
from the gates of the hoſpital to Gray's-Inn- 
Lane, ſhould be let on building leaſes: and the 
gencral committee was defired to advertiſe the 
ſame; and to lay all propoſals, which they 
ſhould receive relating thereto, before the next 
court. —This was confirmed in March 1788: 
and the ground of the hoſpital was then or- 
dered to be advertiſed generally, to be let on 


building leaſes, and the moſt ſpeedy and eftec- 
tual 


_ executing this plan of improving 
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tual meaſures to be taken, for letting the 
fame. 


In April 1789, with a view of proceeding to 
build on the weſtern part of the eſtate, a ſpecial 
committee was appointed to wait on the Duke 
of Bedford, and to requeſt his aſſiſtance, in 
promoting the intereſt of the charity, in their 
building plan, by permitting openings into his 
private road. To this, no favourable anſwer be- 
ing obtained, the general committee was, in 


December 1789, deſired to proceed, with all 


poſſible difpatch, in cauſing the eaſtern part of 
the hoſpital land to be ſtaked out; and was 
empowered to treat with any perſons who ſhould 


be inclined to take any your of the ground on 
building leaſes. 


The experience of fifteen years Building com- 
mittee appoint- 

had ſhewn the impratticability of g in * 
the funds of the charity, whilſt a meaſure, 
complicated and difficult in itſelf, and re- 
quiring a fixed and continued attention, was 
to be carried into effect by a numerous and 


fluctuating body. It was therefore found ne- 


ceſſary, to intruſt the conduct of it to a ſelect 
committee of five perſons; to whom, in June 


D 2 1790 
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1790, it was referred, to take ſuch ſteps as 
ſhould appear neceſſary, for carrying into exe- 
cution the refolutions of the corporation, for 
letting the land adjoining to the hoſpital on 
building leaſes ; and to report their proceedings 
to the next Chriſtmas Court. 


The building committee, with the aid of 
Mr. Cockerell, prepared a general and very 
full report on the ſubject; and (in caſe of the 
| ſucceſs of the meaſure) ſtated the probable ac- 
ceſſion of ground rents at the annual ſum of 
at leaſt 4000/- What has been ſince let a- 
mounts to 2008/. 14s. 4d. a year, making, 
with the 81/7. 35. before let, the net rental of 
20897. 175. 4d.—If the other part of the land 
can be as ſucceſsfully diſpoſed of, the whole 
will produce a clear ground rent of above 4000/. 


a year. 


At a ſpecial court, held on the 26th of 
January 1791, a plan, prepared by Mr. Merry- 


weather, the Secretary. of the hoſpital, and 


poſſeſſing conſiderable merit, was adopted for 
the propoſed buildings; in which the opening 
of Queen-ſquare, tho with ſome diminu- 
tion in the amount of the expected ground 

| rents, 


- 
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rents, was propoſed to be continued of the 
ſame width over the eſtate; a benefit which, 
after every effort of perſuaſion, the proprietors 
of that ſquare * have declined to accept. 


In June 1791 the building com- The plan of 
88 C building ſuc- 
mittee made their firſt report of any gs. 


land let by them. The progreſs, fince that time, 
has been regular and continued. In December 
1794, they had the ſatisfaction of reporting to 
the court the ſucceſs of their treaty with the 
Duke of Bedford, for four openings into his 
road at the north end of Southampton- row. 
The confirmation of this agreemènt was carried 
only by a ſmall majority. Its effect was wholly 
to remove the chief objection to building on 


* The refuſal of the ground landlord of Queen- 
ſquare, to conſent to the union of that ſquare with 
the Foundling eſtate, was reported to the general 
court in March 1791. The deſire, however, of con- 
tinuing the opening of Queen- ſquare was not given 
up till December 1793; when an advantageous pro- 
poſal being made for the ground lying north of 
Queen-ſquare, and a meeting of the inhabitants of the 
ſquare, in conſequence of a meſſage from the building 
committee, having produced no alteration of opinion 
or inclination on the ſubject, the ground was at length 
let to Mr. Burton, on a plan as favourable as well : 
could be, to the adjoining ſquare, | 


D 5 the 
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the hoſpital eſtate:—its poſſeſſing no thorough- 
fare, nor any immediate communication with 
the weſtern part of the town. 


Of the ground rents of the land already let, 
amounting to 2089/. 17s. 4d. there is already 
(beſides the rent now received for brick earth 
and gravel, which has been from 6000. to 800/. 
a year) the annual amount of 976]. 45. 10d. in 
a courſe of actual receipt; and the remaining 
11132. 125. 6d. will commence, according to the 
uſual allowances on building leaſes, part of it 
(2947. 17s. 6d.) before the end of the preſent 
year, and the reſt in the courſe of the five next 
years.— To this increaſe of rental it is no in- 
conſiderable addition, that the obſtacles, to the 
further progreſs of improvement, are now re- 
moved: and that the expences, attending the 
meaſure, are nearly, if not entirely, defrayed by 
pe rents and profits already received. 


8 of The opening the gates of the hoſpital 
- x20 Moy to the orphan and neceſſitous children 
ſailors in of ſoldiers and failors, is a meaſure 
1794- not- unprecedented in the hiſtory of 
the charity; but, tho the general court ex- 


erciſed a diſcretion of admitting them even to 
the 


- 
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the age of twelve years, yet, by a reſolution of 
the 1ſt of July 1761, the committee was re- 
ſtricted from receiving any ſuch child above 
the age of five years; except, as it was ſoon 
after modified, in particular caſes, which the 
committee ſhould think fit to make the ſubjett 
of a ſpecial report. 


In January 1794, a court was ſummoned for 
the conſideration of this ſubject; and it was re- 
ſolved, that “ admitting into the hoſpital the 
c expoſed and neceſſitous children of ſoldiers 
« and ſeamen, who are, have been, or ſhall 
<« be, employed in the ſervice of their country, 
« during the preſent war, will be productive 
of conſiderable advantages to the public; 
« by holding out an encouragement to the 
« brave and meritorious ſubjects engaged in 
« the public ſervice, and ſecuring an object of 
* great importance to the community at all 
« times, but particularly at preſent; viz. the 
« preſerving the lives of, and training up in 
« the habits of induſtry, virtue, and religion, 
« infants in the inferior claſſes of ſociety.” — 
And the general committee was authorized to 
admit as many ſuch children, not exceeding hve 
years of age, as “ the funds of the charity, 
_ © together 
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* together with any additional aids that may 
be furniſhed by the liberality of the public, 
« will enable them to maintain, conſiſtent with 
* a proper degree of attention to the other 
* deſerving objects of the charity.” 


Obſ; th : : 
ne: wi m_ that this wiſe and benevolent re- 


folution could be carried to a 
greater extent, and with more effect, than it 
has yet been; and that a part of the benefit 
of the increaſing funds of the hoſpital (ſo far 
as may be done without injuſtice to other ob- 
jects) ſhould be permanently fixed, as the pe- 
culiar right of the children of the defenders 
of their country: For, excluſive of national and 
general views, and whether the meriz or the ne- 
celſity of the caſe is to be the ſubject of con- 
ſideration, no child can have a better title to 
admittance into a national eſtabliſhment. —It is 
the obſeryation of a very eminent political writer, 
Dr. Adam Smith, when he is ſpeaking of ſol- 
diers marriages, that “ ſo far from recruiting 
$ their regiment, they have never been able to 
« ſupply it with drums and fifes, from all the 
« ſoldiers children that were born in it. A 
greater number of fine children, however, 


* 15 
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* is ſeldom ſeen any where than about a bar- 
rack of ſoldiers Very few of them, it 
« ſeems, arrive at the age of thirteen or four- 


'< teen.” 


There is certainly no general ſituation, in 
which human nature has, in the early period of 
life, a more ſevere and unequal conteſt for pre- 
ſervation. — But there is another benefit of our 
charity, to a participation of which the ſituation 
of a ſoldier's child gives it the ſtrongeſt claim; — 
the advantages of a virtuous and religious edu- 
cation. For, paſs the age of infancy ;- ſup- 
poſe a conteſt for exiſtence, at firſt apparently 
hopeleſs, to be finally determined in favour of 
the child: this nurſling of the camp can have 
little or no advantage of example or inſtruction ; 
but is unfortunately contaminated by the vices 
of a ſoldier, before he is capable of his virtues. 
Whether, therefore, the merit and ſituation of the 
farent, or the hopes and welfare of the child, 
are to be conſidered, it appears to me that in- 
fants of ſoldiers, whoſe parents are in the ac- 


. tual ſervice of their country, have, of all claims, 


one of the ſtrongeſt, to admittance into the 
Foundling Hoſpital ;—the parent retaining, as 
in other caſes, the o ons cr of reclaiming the child, 

| whenever, 
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whenever, on account of the termination of the 
war, of ſucceſs and advancement in life, or any 
other circumſtance, he ſhall be deſirous and 


capable of maintaining it. 


What has been ſaid is applied merely to in- 


fants, whoſe parents are living in the ſervice of 


their country. But for the child whoſe father 
or perhaps both his farents have periſhed in 
the field ;—his ſettlement and connections dif- 
tant or unknown ; — Where can the poor orphan 
look for preſervation and inſtruction, but to 
fome national eſtabliſhment, like the Foundling 
Hofpital? If this is not an EXPOSED AND 
PESERTED CHILD, intitled by its own arfreſs, 
and its father's ſervices, to the peculiar protec- 
tion of its country, it ſhould ſeem that no ſuch 
caſe can exit. 


I am aware, that it may be objected, that 
fome of theſe children may not come preciſely 
within the ſcope of the inſtitution ; and that the 
funds of the charity are not adequate to all the 
objects of this claſs, that might offer in addi- 
tion to thoſe, which are the ſubjeCts of ordinary 
relief. Theſe, however, are only objections to 


its being extended to a degree commenſurate 
with 
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with our wiſhes; and the reply is, that, if the 
whole cannot be done, let it be done in part; 
and let a portion of that income, which we 
have been labouring to increaſe, be appro- 
priated to ſo excellent a purpoſe. If, in aid 
of our preſent endeavours, the public or indi- 
vidual benevolence comes forward, and the di- 


rectors of any other fund, formed for ſimilar 


purpoſes, ſhall think proper to lend their af- 
ſiſtance, the ſyſtem may very ſoon be extended, 


as far as will be neceſſary. 


— — _— 


The e object of the foregoing detail will be an- 


ſwered, if it contribute in any degree to the bet- 
ter management of the charity, to the ſyſte- 


matic improvement of its funds, — and to a wiſe 
and practicable economy in the application of 


them; ſo as to make them a benefit both to the 


nation, and to the individuals of which it is 
compoſed. In this labour let the ſtrenuous ex- 


ertions of every one be united; and the bleſſing 
of him that was e to periſh, ſhall come 
upon them. 


Fuundling, 26 March 1796, 
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SUPPLEMENT. 


Progreſs of HE progreſs of the buildings, 
ms. on which was placed the 
chief dependence for the reſtoration of the 
finances of the hoſpital, has been unavoidably 
retarded by the war. But tho' retarded, it has 
not, as upon other eſtates, been materially ob- 
ttructed, or entirely ſuſpended. Handſome edi- 
fices, and a reſpectable neighbourhood, have been 
gradually formed on the Foundling eſtate, in 
_ defpight of the diſadvantages reſulting from 
the preſent fituation of this country, and of all 
Europe. The fpirit and the reſources of the 
builders, and particularly of one active and intel- 
hgent perſon, more deeply engaged in the under- 
taking, have contributed to the fucceſs of the 
work: and their exertions have been encouraged 
and promoted by every aſſiſtance and attention on 
the part of the governors, who have fully felt 
how much the eſſential intereſts of the charity 
are connected with the welfare of the builders. 
The advantages and eligibility of the ſituation 


are now fo well known, and the character of 
= Do the 
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the buildings fo well eſtabliſhed, that little doubt 
can be entertained of the complete ſucceſs of 
the plan, to the extent ſtated in December 
1790, in the firſt report of the building com- 
mittee. 


a The gradual reſtoration of the 
nereaſe in the 
number of chil, finances of the hoſpital, and the 
dren, late increaſe of benefactions and 
legacies, have enabled the governors to re- 
place ſtock which they had been compelled te 
fell for the maintenance of the children, to ſet 
about that general and thorough repair of the 
hoſpital, which it had long wanted, to liquidate 
their outſtanding dcbts, and at the ſame time 
gradually to 5 the eſtabhiſhment- of their 
children, with a proſpect of a further augmen- 
tation. In. March laſt (1799) at the general 
court they gave notice, that the funds of the 
charity were ſo far in a ſtate of improvement, 
as to enable them to make a further increaſe 
in their number of children; and that they 
were deſirous of extending its benefits to as 
many helpleſs and deſerving objects, as its pre- 
ſent funds, or any future increaſe, would enable 
them. They therefore directed the general 
committee to report, in future, to every quar- 
terly 
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terly court, how far the benefactions and lega- 


cies given to the Foundling Hoſpital, and the 
progreſſive increaſe of the building rents on the 


hoſpital eſtate, will juſtify an extenſion of the 
benefits of this charity, to a greater number of 
helpleſs and deſerving perſons. And (in order 
to open the doors equally and imſartially to all 
proper objects) the general court directed that 
public notice be given, that there are, at pre- 


ſent, vacancies for ſeveral children, to be ad- 


mitted into the Forndling Hoſpital ;—that the 
ordinary age of reception (except in very par- 


ticular caſes) is within twelve months from the 


birth; that, in order to the reception of the child, 
the previous good character and the preſent ne- 


ceſſity of the mother, and the deſertion of the 
father, muſt be enquired into; and alſo, whether. 


the reception of the child, together with the 


fecrecy obſerved as to the misfortune of the 


mother, will be attended with the conſequence 
of her being replaced in a courſe of virtue, 
and in a way of obtaining an honeſt livelihood ;— 
that, where theſe concurrent circumſtances can 
be aſcertained on the teſtimony of credible 


perſons, the unfortunate mother is requeſted 


to apply herſelf, with her own petition; and to 
be aſſured that both recommendation and patron- 


age 
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age will be unneceſſary and uſeleſs.— It was at 
at the fame time notified, that the general com- 
mittee continued to fit for examination of peti- 
tions for admiſſion of children every Wedneſ- 
day morning, preciſely at ten o'clock. 


The. monthly reception for chil- 
COR up " dren at the Foundling Hoſpital in 
| London is on Saturday at noon ; 


the circumſtances of each caſe having been in- 


veſtigated and aſcertained during the preceding 
month, and wet-nurſes fent up by the infpectors 
in the country for each of the children to be 
admitted. The age of admittance is, generally. 
within fix weeks from the birth: and, unlets in 
ſome very few caſes of peculiar diſtreſs, is li- 
mited by the rules of the charity to twelve 
months. 


Ihe children are publicly chriſtened 
Care of the . g 5 
children at the next day, in the Foundling 
nurſe. chapel, during the Sunday evening 
fervice ; and on Monday morning they are con- 
veyed under the care of their nurſes, to their 
reſpective cottages, in the neighbourhood of the 
inſpectors, about 20 or 30 miles from London. 
Care is taken that no nurſe ſhall have more 
than 
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than one wet-nurſe child at a time ; and in caſe 
of the death of a child, the nurſe, by the re- 
gulations of the charity, is not to be intruſted 
with another child ; unleſs, upon enquiry as to 
the attention ſhe has paid it, the circumſtances 
appear to be very favorable to her. The nurſe 
is allowed three ſhillings a week; and, if the 
child is living at the end of the firſt year, ſhe is 
intitled to a reward of ten ſhillings. The mor- 
tality among the children at nurſe is very ſmall*, 
compared with that of infants in almoſt any 
other ſituation of life. 


The children, till about four years of age, 
continue with their nurſes, in their cottages : 
under the daily obſervance and controul of the 
inſpector, in whoſe neighbourhood they live, 
and from whom they receive their weekly al- 


lt appears, by reference to the books of the hoſpital, 
that there has been ſince the end of the year 1770, the 
number of 1684 children received into the hoſpital, of 
whom 482 children died under the age of twelve months, 

being rather more than the proportion of one in four. 
. he preſent manageinent and care of the children is 
more ſucceſsful; the average of thoſe who have died 
under twelve months in the preceding ten years, being 
only one in ſix; and, for the laſt four or five years, even 


leſs than that proportion. 
lowance; 


- 
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lowance ; and ſubject to frequent viſits by per- 
ſons ſent down occaſionally, and without notice, 
by the general committee of the hoſpital. A 
written report is made by ſuch viſitor of the 
ſtate of health and condition of each particular 
child by name; which report is read at the com- 
mittee, and regularly filed —_ the papers of 
the charity. 


At the age of four years the chil- 1 
| : of the children, 

dren are returned to the hoſpital. 
They are then (if not ſooner) inoculated, and 
placed in the ſchools; where they are gradually 
accuſtomed to regular and early habits of order 
and attention; the leſſer children being occa- 
fionally let out to play, during the ſchool hours. 
They riſe at fix o'clock in ſummer, and at day- 
light in winter; part of them being employed 
before breakfaſt in dreſſing the little children, in 
cleaning about the houſe, and the boys in Work- 
ing a forcing pump, which ſupplies all the wards, 
and every part of the hoſpital, abundantly with 
water. At half paſt ſeven they breakfaſt, and 
at half after eight go into ſchool, where they 
continue, the boys till twelve, and the girls a 
little later. At one o'clock they dine; and re- 
turn to ſchool at two, and ſtay there till five in 

= ſummer, 
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ſummer, and in winter till duſk; except on 

Saturdays, when they have a half holiday. 
They are alſo inſtructed in finging the Found- 
ling hymns and anthems, and in their catechiſin; 
and are occaſionally employed in and about the 
houſe during play hours.—At fix o'clock in the 
evening they ſup, and at eight go to bed. 


With regard to the employment of the boys, 
the little ones knit the ſtockings that are wanted 
tor the children in the houſe : the elder boys, in 
their turns, work in the garden, and aſſiſt as 
ſervants in their own (the weſtern) wing, and 
in working the pump, and cleaning the court- 
yard and chapel. They are all taught, and 
make a proficiency in, reading, writing, and 
accounts. Different occupations and manufac- 
tures for the boys have been, at times, intro— 
duced into the hoſpital. The laſt that has been 
tried with much effect and continuance, has been 
the ſpinning of worſted yarn. It was however 
attended with this inconvenience, that the boys 
who had been ſo employed, were not ſo much 
in requeſt as apprentices, and were not placed 
out ſo ſpeedily, or fo well, as thoſe whoſe writ- 
ing, reading, and accounts had been more at- 
tended to, and who had been occaſionally cm- 


ployed about the houſe and garden. It thould 
: - be 
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explained, that no apprentice fee is giv en with 
the children, and that the ſituation, in which 
the boys are. very frequently placed, 1s with 
London ſhop-keepers; to whom their being 
able to write and keep accounts, is of conſider- 
able importance: and it may be ſtated, as a ge- 
neral poſition, that “ youth being the ſchool for 
« life,” that is the beſt occupation for young 
perſons, which fits them moſt completely and 
eftectually for their future duties in ſociety ; no 
profit being in general to be made from the la- 
bours of children before 12 or 13 years of age, 
which can compenſate for their being leſs 
adapted at that period, and during their future 
life, for uſeful and active employment in the 
ſituation for which they are intended. The 
idea of manufactures for the occupation of the 
boys“ has been, after ſome experience and con- 
ſideration, given up at the Foundling. 


* Theſe obſervations do not apply to the fituation of 
pariſh children in manufacturing towns; for there, ma- 
nufacture is the general object of their deſtination.— 
But, as to country pariſhes, it is much to be wiſhed, 
that thoſe who are anxious to introduce manu- 
factures into al! country poor houſes, would conſider 
how far that kind of domeſtic employment may unfit 
them for hu/bandry, the great and neceſſary occupation 
for which they ſhould be prepared, 

E.2 The 


68 Account of the Foundling Hoſſtital. 


The boys and girls are kept entirely ſeparate. 
— The girls are divided into three claſſes, un- 
der the care of three different miſtreſſes, by 
whom they are inſtructed in needlework and 
reading. The elder girls are alſo employed in 
houſehold work, and afliſt as ſervants in the 
Eitchen, laundry, and other rooms in the eaſtern 
wing of the hoſpital. There is a conſiderable 
quantity of needlework taken in, and done for 
hire, at the hoſpital; beſides all the linen and 
female attire of the children, whether in the 
houſe, or at nurſe. The average annual pro- 
duce of the girls work (as near as can be eſti- 


mated) is 12. each, from eleven to fourteen 
Vears of age; and that of the little girls from the 


age of ſeven to eleven years, 21. 13s. for each 
girl. Under the age of ſeven years, little or 
no value can be ſet upon their work. 


At 12 or 13 years of age, the 


How the chil- 

dren are placed boys are put out apprentices * 

out, and at 14 years the girls; whoſe 
apprenticeſhip 


* With regard to the proportion of thoſe received, to 
thoſe actually apprenticed, it appears, by reference to 
the books, that there has been ſince the end of the year 

1770, the number of 1666 received into the hoſpital, 
and 965 children apprenticed out to different trades and 


ſervices ; 3 beſides thoſe who, on account of imbecility of 
mind 
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apprenticeſhip is ſometimes delayed by the 
greater difficulty, that attends the procuring 
for their ſex proper and unexceptionable ſer- 
vices in London. The applications for appren- 
tices always exceed the number of children to 
be apprenticed, notwithſtanding ſeveral reſtric- 
tive regulations adopted by the corporation with 


regard to placing them out. No child is ap- 


prenticed except to an houſekeeper; a very 
ſtrict enquiry being previouſly made as to ſitua- 


tion and character. No girl is apprenticed to 


an unmarried man, nor to a married man, un- 
leſs the wife has ſeen the girl, and has expreſſed 


her concurrence in the application. Except in 
a few very particular cafes, the girls are never 


apprenticed to any family that lets lodgings, 
nor unleſs there is an eſtabliſhed ſervant regu- 


larly engaged in the houſe. 


During the time of apprenticeſhip the chil 
dren are attended to, and frequently vilited ; 
the girls by the matron, and the boys by the 
ſchoolmaſter. The general committee is always 
ready to interfere in matters between the ap- 
prentice and the maſter or miſtreſs ; their duty 
as guardians not being conſidered as diſcharged, 


mind or body, have been retained or employed in the 
houſe, 21 Feb. 1797. 


until 
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until after the termination of the apprenticeſhip 
at the age of twenty-one years. The laſt general 

enquiry and report * of the fituation and beha- 
| viour 


The following is a copy of the report. — The trea- 
ſurer reported, that (with the aſſiſtance of Mr, Atchiſon, 
the ſchoolmaſter, and alſo of Mrs, Johnſon, the ma- 
tron) he had endeavoured to obtain correct information, 
with regard to the ſituation and behaviour of the chil- 
dren placed out by the hoſpital; and he finds that there 
are at preſent 252 children of the hoſpital, who are now 
ſerving their apprenticeſhips; of whom it appears (as 
far as the fact can be aſcertained) that there are 166 
doing well, and giving ſatis faction to their maſters and 
miſtreſſes. That there are 15, of the remaining 86, 
who have turned out ill; and in ſome inftances merely 
from their own bad diſpoſitions ; but in many others 
(in a great degree) from the impatience, or caprice of 
their maſters. That, of the remainder, 27 are appren- 
ticed to reſpectable perſons, and in diſtant fituations, 
and, not having been the ſubje& of any complaint, no 
information has been lately had reſpecting them. That 
there are 23 others, who have been apprenticed to their 
own relations, and may therefore be conſidered as placed 
again under the care of their parents: and that the re- 
maining 21, though not free from blame, ſeem to re- 
quire only proper treatment and judicious management 
to make them good ſervants : it appearing that they have 
generally improved in conduct as they increaſed in years, 
He has the pleaſure to add, that the proportion of good 
ſervants in place, and of induſtrious apprentices in trade, 
among the children of the Foundling, appears to be as 


great as from any othet claſs of young perſons ; ; but that 
| the 
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viour of the Foundling apprentices was in May 
1798, when the reſult was as followes: 


Doing well, — — 166 
Have turned out ill, 15 
In diſtant ſituations, well apprenticed, 
and no complaint 27 
Apprenticed to their own relations, 23 
Not free from blame, but requiring 
judicious management, 21 


Total Foundling apprentices 2252 


| There was a period when the proportionate 
mortality in the hoſpital had been very conſider- 
able, and the children were neither healthy in 
conflitution, nor promiſing in aſpect ; but that 
period is, I truſt, entirely paſſed by. —I queſtion 
whether any public eſtabliſhment, or even it 
| private families, can ſhew better effects of care 
and attention in this reſpect, than what is ex- 
| hibited in the Foundling Hoſpital, This im- 


the few, who have turned out ill, being more the object 
of enquiry, have attracted more attention, than the 
many, who act ſo as to do credit to the charity: there 
being many reſpectable perſons, at preſent in London, 
married and ſettled in buſineſs, who have been educated 
and apprenticed by this charity. 2 May, 1798. 


provement 
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provement 1s to be attributed to feveral cauſes; 
—to the removal of an ill-placed infirmary to 
its preſent airy and healthy fituation ;—to an in- 
creafed cleanlineſs in the children and in the 
houſe; and to ſome improvement in their diet, 
and (which I conceive to be very important to 
children) a more unreſtrained liberty during 
their hours of play and recreation. —l repeat 
with a confirmed and moſt ſatisfactory experi- 
ence, what I have ſtated in the former inſtance, 
that “ an happier, a more healthy, or a more 
“ innocent collection of beings does not exit 
« in the world, than is to be found within 
« the walls of the Foundling Hoſpital.” | 


At a period when the martial ſpirit of this 
country was excited, and a firm and impreg- 
nable barrier formed againſt the enemies of 
our free conſtitution, it has been a ſubject of 
no ſmall ſatisfaction to the Governors of the 
Foundling, that they have been able to afford 
accommodation to two aſſociated corps, equally 
reſpectable in rank, in property, in numbers, 
in diſcipline, and in military ſpirit. 


The field to the eaſtward of the Hoſpital, 
is become the exerciſe ground of the Light 
Horſe Volunteers; and the area in front, that 
of the Bloomſbury and Inns of Court Aſſoci- 


ation. 
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ation. The latter, upon the conſecration of 
their colours on the 2d Day of June 1798, 
preſented a ſplendid and gratifying ſight to an 
immenſe concourſe of : perſons, aſſembled in 
the chapel and court-yard of the Hoſpital. 
The ſatisfaction which was then expreſſed by 
all the ſpeCtators, could only have been ex- 
ceeded by the delight which, upon the viſit 
of their Majeſties to the Foundling on this 
day, has been felt, not only by every one in 
this houſe, but by a great number of in- 
dividuals, who have attended to enjoy, and 
to increaſe, the pleaſure of the ſcene, and 
the ſplendor of the ceremony; a delight 
which has pervaded the breaſts of thouſands 
of loyal ſubjects, on ſeeing their SovEREIGN, 
the Father and Friend of his Country, 
guarded and attended by the love and venera- 
tion of a grateful and happy people. | 


Foundling,, 21 June, 1799. 


FINIS 


